
A Lasting Legacy
from a Grateful Patient
Charles Woodard spent much of his life on the road as a  
transport driver throughout Ontario and Quebec.  His wife, 
Helen, was a nursing assistant and trained at St. Joe’s Brantford.  
When he was forced to retire at age 55 after several shoulder 
and knee operations, he and his wife hit the road again  
in a mobile home travelling throughout Ontario and into 
Eastern Canada.  

They slowed down when Helen, a dialysis patient, became ill 
12 years ago.  But long before Helen passed away, Charles was 
a grateful patient of Scarborough and Rouge Hospital, and 
included a charitable bequest in his will in 2004.  As a patient 
of Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Christine Young, Charles was very  
happy with the care he received at the Birchmount site’s  
Fracture Clinic and through  
Dr. Young.   

“I met Charles quite a few times  
when he came to see Dr. Young.   
After six operations on both 
shoulders and both knees done 
by Dr. Young, he became friends with everyone at the Fracture 
Clinic. The moment he appeared in the clinic, everyone’s face 
just brightened, and I would see this contagiously affectionate 
bantering between him and the staff and Dr. Young. He kept 
telling me how great Dr. Young was with her patients and how 
well the staff treated him. He just felt compelled to give and 
help in any way he could,” explains Verna Chen, Director of 
Stewardship and Legacy Giving at the Foundation.

The Woodards didn’t have children, so they threw  
themselves into charity work.  As a Lion club member, Charles 
encouraged his club to purchase 10 dialysis machines for 

Camp Dorset, the only dialysis 
camp in North America, where he and Helen vacationed.  
Thanks to Charles’ urging, the Lions in Oshawa donated 
$100,000 to the camp to purchase the equipment.  

Helen passed away in April of 2010 on the night of their 46th 
wedding anniversary.  Charles remained active, spending 
the winter months in Myrtle Beach.  A life-long giver, Charles 
strongly believed in giving back.  

Charles died in 2015 and left a $22,000 legacy to the Birchmount  
site of the hospital. He will be forever remembered for his  
kindness and generosity.

The moment he appeared in the clinic,  
everyone’s face just brightened, and I would  
see this contagiously affectionate bantering  

between him and the staff
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Estate Lawyers: 
Did our Invitation 
Get Lost in the mail?!
When clients plan engagement parties, weddings, baby  
showers or divorce parties (yes, divorce parties are becoming  
increasingly common) they may not think to invite their  
estate lawyer. Understandable. However, the unfortunate  
result may be that such life events impact estate planning in 
an undesirable way or even revoke estate plans completely.

We recently encountered such a situation with a long-term 
client. Our client met someone and was married within a short 
time-span without realizing 
that the marriage revoked  
his wills. Although he did  
not think to alert us of his 
nuptials, we learned of the 
wedding second-hand.  
Fortunately, we were able to make swift arrangements  
for updated wills and powers of attorney so that our client  
can rest assured that his wills reflect his true and current  
intentions.

By way of a reminder, the following life events may impact 
estate planning:

• Marriage:  if no new will is made after a marriage, the new 
spouse will become entitled to the deceased’s estate  
under Ontario’s intestacy laws. The exception is where  
a person who is about to be married makes a will in  
contemplation of marriage to their future spouse prior to  
the marriage.

• Separation: generally, being separated, and not  
legally divorced, has no impact on a separated spouse’s  
entitlements under a will nor a beneficiary designation,  
such as a life insurance policy or RRSP. If the separated couple 
has a separation agreement in place, the terms of such 
agreement should be reviewed prior to changing beneficiary 
designations. Furthermore, separation does not revoke prior 
appointments of former spouses as attorneys for personal care 
or property.

• Divorce: the law does 
not presume that a will was 
revoked by reason of divorce. 
However, getting divorced 
will revoke any gift in a will 

left to the former spouse. The will is construed as though the 
former spouse pre-deceased the testator, the effect of which is 
that the former spouse will not be appointed as the executor 
and trustee, even if named in the will. In contrast, divorce  
does not have the effect of revoking prior appointments of 
attorneys for personal care or property. As with separation, 
divorce does not revoke beneficiary designations under  
products such as a life insurance policy or RRSP.

Life can become very hectic and it is easy to see how one may 
not consider the impact of certain events on a will or estate 
plan during such times. Even the most sophisticated clients 
may not think to update their estate lawyers on the changes  
in their life circumstances. This is why it is important for  
estate lawyers to keep in touch with clients, and vice versa. 
Lawyers who stay familiar with their clients can remind  
clients to update wills, powers of attorneys and beneficiary 
designations to ensure that estate planning reflects clients’ 
true intentions.

This article is courtesy of Jenna Ward who authored it while  
working as an Articling Student at Fasken Martineau DuMoulin 
LLP. It first appeared on www.allaboutestates.ca. 

2            Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.  ~Warren Buffet

Life can become very hectic and it is easy to see 
how one may not consider the impact of certain 
events on a will or estate plan during such times.



We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.  ~Ronald Reagan                                                  3

Which type of bequest  
is right for you?
When supporters talk to us about leaving bequests to 
Scarborough and Rouge Hospital Foundation, they are 
often not sure how much they will be able to give to their 
favourite charity. After all, none of us knows how much 
longer we’ll live – or what the value of our estates will be 
when we pass from this world.

People are often happy to find out that they don’t have to 
leave a fixed amount of money. There are two other ways 
to make bequests that ease the worry.

Many people choose to make what are known as  
“residual gifts.”  This type of bequest is the gift of  

whatever is left over after all specific and general gifts are 
given and debts and taxes cleared. For example, John and 
his wife have no children. He gives his house and his stocks 
to his wife, and leaves everything else to Scarborough and 
Rouge Hospital Foundation – the gift of “everything else” is 
the residuary bequest.

Others prefer to leave a percentage of their estate.  
For example, someone with three children and four  
grandchildren might divide his or her estate into eight 
equal portions. Each child and grandchild will receive 
an equal portion – and the final portion might be split 
between that person’s local parish and Scarborough and 
Rouge Hospital Foundation.

Gifts in will need not deprive those you love most, nor  
be a struggle for you as you put your affairs in order. 

Estate planning tips
Make sure you plan and discuss  
with your family or professional 

advisors how you want your estate to be 
distributed; don’t keep everybody in the 
dark until the end.

Draw up a will. Dying “Intestate” (without a will)  
increases costs, takes away control of your family’s  

assets and adds stress for your family.

Keep all your valuable papers together such as insurance  
policies, wills, bonds, investment records, birth certificates, 

marriage certificates and social insurance numbers. Be sure 
your family knows where they are; don’t leave a game of  
“hide & seek”.

If you have insurance, consider a named beneficiary if 
it is appropriate. If you name your estate it could slow 

down receipt of monies to pay bills and provide income.  
Having the proceeds paid to the estate increases executor’s 
fees and gives one more opportunity for the proceeds to go  
to the wrong people.

Explore leaving property and 
investments as “Joint with rights 

of survivorship” so ownership can be 
changed with the least cost, “red tape” 
and time delay.

Name a beneficiary in 
your RRSP or RRIF or put an 

RRSP-RRIF clause in your will. This eliminates the possibility of 
the biggest tax bill possible. The total value of your RRSP/RRIF 
could be added to income and taxed at probably the highest  
rate and therefore reduce income to survivors. A “spousal  
beneficiary” defers the tax.

Keep some of the assets “liquid” so that there is cash  
to pay bills upon death. If not, this takes away the  

flexibility to preserve the value of the estate and to avoid a 
forced sale of assets.

Annually, fill out a Net Worth Statement showing a  
detailed list of what your assets are, where they are  

and their current value. Do an Income Statement showing all 
current income sources, but also a list of the type of income 
and amounts which continue after death.
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What happens if you die 
without a will?
If you die without a will, the law says that you have died   
“intestate,” which means that you left no instructions as to  
how your property is to be divided and distributed. In these 
circumstances, the Ontario Succession Law Reform Act governs 
how your property will be distributed to your surviving  
relatives. Even if you want your property divided according  
to provincial law, you should still have a will because it  
will reduce delays and expenses involved in wrapping  
up your affairs.

How Your Property Will Be Distributed
According to the Act, if you die without a will, your property 
will be distributed as follows:

1) If you have a spouse, but no children 
Your spouse inherits everything. This only applies to legally 
married spouses. Common-law spouses do not automatically 
receive anything if you die without a will.

2) If you have a spouse and children  
Your spouse first takes a preferential share up-to $200,000 
worth of assets. Anything left over is called the residue. If 
anything is left over, it is divided between your spouse and 
your children as follows: If there is only one child, your spouse 
and child each receive half of the residue of the estate; if there 
is more than one child, your spouse receives one-third of the 
residue and the children share the remainder equally.

3) If you have children, but no spouse 
The children each inherit an equal portion of your estate.

4) If you have no spouse and no children 
Your parents inherit your entire estate.

5) If you have no spouse, no children, and no parents 
Your brothers and sisters (or their children if any brothers and 
sisters have died) divide your estate.

6) If you also have no brothers and sisters 
Your nieces and nephews each inherit an equal portion  
of your estate.

7) If you have no nieces and nephews 
All other next of kin inherit an equal portion of your estate.

8) If you have no living next of kin
Your estate goes to the Ontario government.

Problems That Arise When Someone Dies
Without a Will
Dying without a will can create problems for those you leave 
behind. First, your property will be divided according to the 
law, which may not be the same as how you would have  
divided it. Second, there will be extra time delays and  
expenses involved in wrapping up your affairs, and the  
court will have to appoint someone to act as your personal 
representative. The general rule is that your closest relative 
has the right to be appointed as your personal representative. 
They are appointed by applying to the court for a Certificate  
of Appointment of Estate Trustee Without a Will. This gives  
authority to the personal representative to manage and  
distribute the estate of the deceased.

Dealing with the affairs of someone who died without a  
will can be a complicated process. If someone close to you  
has died without a Will, you should consult a lawyer for  
legal assistance.

For more information about Wills and Estate Planning, visit 
the Ministry of the Attorney General website. 

This article is printed with permission from www.legalline.ca.

If you have already included, or intend to include Scarborough and Rouge Hospital Foundation in  
your will and have not told us, please contact Verna Chen at 416-438-2911 ext. 6040 or vchen@tsh.to.


